
INVISIBLE THEATRE - PRESS RELEASE 
 Press Contact:  Cathy Johnson or Susan Claassen 

Administration:  (520) 884-0672 
Box Office:  (520) 882-9721 

1400 N. First Ave, Tucson, AZ 85719 
cathy@invisibletheatre.com 

www.invisibletheatre.com 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
 

Invisible Theatre kicks off 2016 with 
  

GENE KELLY – THE LEGACY™ 
 

Written and performed by 
Patricia Ward Kelly 

 
 

TWO PERFORMANCES ONLY! 
 

Saturday, January 30, 2016 at 7:30 PM 
Sunday, January 31, 2016 at 3:00 PM  

 
The Berger Performing Arts Center 

1200 W. Speedway Blvd 
 
 

(January 8, 2016, Tucson, Arizona); In this unique and very accessible, live one-woman show,  
 

Patricia Ward Kelly - his wife and biographer - gives us Gene Kelly’s story. Gene Kelly brought  
 

astonishing grace and athleticism to the movies. His engaging onscreen personality is so  
 

accessible we feel like we know him. In fact, we know very little. Using brilliant film clips, previously  
 

unreleased audio recordings, keepsakes, and remembrances, Patricia Kelly guides us on an  
 

unforgettable journey into the life and heart of the man who changed the look of dance on film and  
 

became one of the world’s most beloved and iconic stars.  Gene Kelly was a dancer whose athletic  
 

style transformed the movie musical and did much to change the American public's conception of  
 

male dancers. 
 

This production is made possible in part through the generous support of  
Mary Ann Stubbs. 

 
“A one-of-a-kind, out of this world event.” 

Sony Pictures 

 
“Superb.” 

Broadway World 

 

http://www.invisibletheatre.com/
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GENE KELLY – THE LEGACY™ 
Written and performed by 

Patricia Ward Kelly  
 

The Berger Performing Arts Center  
1200 W. Speedway Blvd  

 

Saturday, January 30, 2016 at 7:30 PM 
Sunday, January 31, 2016 at 3:00 PM  

 
The single show ticket price for GENE KELLY – THE LEGACY™ is $40.  All seats are reserved.  Additional 
discounts are available for groups, seniors, students and active military. Rush tickets are available for purchase  
at half-price one half hour prior to performance time and are subject to availability.  
 

Tickets are available for purchase by calling the Invisible Theatre Box Office at (520) 882-9721 and are also 
available 24/7 on-line through OvationTix at www.invisibletheatre.com.   
 

The running time is approximately 140 minutes with no intermission. 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  Gene Kelly – The Legacy™ is appropriate for ages ten and above. 

 
THE INVISIBLE THEATRE 

 

The Invisible Theatre (IT) of Tucson, a 501(c)(3) organization, is dedicated to producing quality theatre and arts 
education experiences for all facets of the community in an intimate setting that showcases local professional 
talent and guest artists. IT takes its name from the invisible energy that flows between a performer and audience, 
creating the magic of theatre. Started in 1971 as an arena for local playwrights, the theatre has expanded its 
programs to include adaptations of classics and recent Off-Broadway plays and musicals, while continuing to 
encourage new playwrights through both full productions and stage readings. Under the leadership of Managing 
Artistic Director Susan Claassen, Associate Artistic Director James Blair, and Associate Producer Cathy Johnson, 
IT is strongly committed to community service and outreach programs. The company's current season includes a 
six play Main Stage season, many special events, Project Pastime – an educational theatre program for the 
mentally challenged including a video workbook and seminars that encourage community dialogue. The Invisible 
Theatre, the recipient of the first Arizona Theatre Association Award for Best Producing Theatre Company, is a 
member of the Theatre Communications Group and has long enjoyed both local and national recognition for its 
strong leadership role in the arts community. Productions take place in an intimate 80-seat converted laundry 
building. IT celebrates this season with an even greater commitment to professionalism, artistic excellence, 
accessibility, freedom of expression, diverse programming and creative challenge – thus making the Invisible 
Theatre a very visible force in Tucson's cultural community. 

 

PATRICIA WARD KELLY 
 
   Biographer and film historian PATRICIA WARD KELLY is the widow of Gene Kelly. She  
   and Kelly met at the Smithsonian in Washington, D.C. in 1985, when he was the   
   host/narrator for a television special for which she was a writer. Soon after, he invited her  
   to California to write his memoirs and they were together until his death in 1996. Currently, 
   she serves as Sole Trustee of The Gene Kelly Image Trust and Creative Director of Gene 
   Kelly: The Legacy, a corporation established to commemorate Gene Kelly’s artistry  
   worldwide. She lives in Los Angeles and is completing the book about her late husband. 
 

GENE KELLY: THE LEGACY An Evening with Patricia Ward Kelly is currently on tour in the U.S. and abroad. 
For more information about upcoming GENE KELLY LEGACY events, please go to genekelly.com to “subscribe” 
and “like” Gene Kelly The Legacy on Facebook. 

 

http://genekelly.com/
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GENE KELLY 
 

   Born on August 23, 1912 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Gene Kelly was an American film actor and 
   director whose athletic style and classical ballet technique transformed the film musical. He boldly 
   blended solo dancing, mass movement and offbeat camera angles to tell a story in purely visual  
   terms. Kelly is remembered for his lead role in Singin' in the Rain, regarded by some as the best  
   dance film ever made. 
 

Early Life 
 

Athletic and energetic, Gene Kelly was the king of the musicals in the 1940s and '50s. Not only did Kelly star in some of the 
genre's most famous films, he worked behind the scenes, breaking new ground with his choreography and direction. 
 

One of five children, Kelly was born on August 23, 1912, and grew up in a working-class neighborhood in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. While his friends were playing baseball, he was taking dance lessons. Kelly put his lessons to good use in 
college, teaching at a local studio to help him pay for his education. He also performed with his brother, Fred. 
 

In the late 1930s, Kelly made his way to the Broadway stage. He had small roles in Leave It to Me! starring Mary Martin, 
and One For the Money. In 1940, Kelly played the lead in the popular musical comedy Pal Joey. MGM executive Louis B. 
Mayer caught Kelly's stellar performance and offered him a movie contract with his studio. In 1942, Kelly made his film debut 
opposite Judy Garland in For Me and My Gal. 
 

Career Highlights 
 

While he often was compared to another famous film dancer, Fred Astaire, Gene Kelly had his own unique style. He brought 
dance into real life in his movies, performing largely in regular clothes and in common settings. "All of my dancing came out 
of the idea of the common man," Kelly once explained. He also produced some of film's most innovative and enthusiastic 
dance numbers, pushing the limits of the genre. 
 

In Anchors Aweigh (1945), Kelly danced a duet with Jerry, a cartoon mouse - a feat that had not been seen before. He had 
sailors performing ballet moves in On the Town (1949), in which he starred with Frank Sinatra. Working with director Vincente 
Minnelli, Kelly continued to take dance on film into uncharted territory with An American in Paris (1951). He choreographed 
the movie, including its groundbreaking finale - a lengthy ballet sequence. For his efforts on the film, Kelly received a 
honorary Academy Award "in appreciation of his versatility as an actor, singer, director and dancer, and specifically for his 
brilliant achievements in the art of choreography on film." 
 

Kelly starred in one of his most famous films the following year. Accompanied only by an umbrella, Kelly put together one of 
the most joyous dances ever filmed in Singin' in the Rain (1952). He explained that his inspiration for the famous street dance 
scene was the way children like to play in the rain. 
 

Later Years 
 

As interest in the movie musical began to fade in the 1960s, Kelly turned to television. He starred in two short-lived 
programs—Going My Way, an adaptation of the 1944 Bing Crosby movie, and a 1971 variety show called The Funny Side. 
Kelly fared better with the 1967 television movie Jack and the Beanstalk, which he directed, produced and starred in. The 
children's telefilm netted him an Emmy Award. To promote and preserve the great film musicals of the past, Kelly also helped 
host the documentary That's Entertainment! in the mid-1970s. 
 

In the 1980s, Kelly largely retreated from acting. He made his last film appearance in the 1980 musical fantasy Xanadu with 
Olivia Newton-John, which proved to be a box-office dud. On the small screen, Kelly had a few supporting roles and guest 
spots on such series as The Muppet Show and The Love Boat. He often appeared as himself on tribute specials. 
 

Death and Legacy 
 

In 1994 and in 1995, Kelly suffered a series of strokes. He died on February 2, 1996, at his home in Beverly Hills, California. 
Many Hollywood stars mourned his passing, including his Singin' in the Rain co-star, Debbie Reynolds. "There'll never be 
another Gene," she told the press. "I was only 18 when we made that movie, and the hardest thing was keeping up with his 
energy." In July 2012, New York City's Film Society of Lincoln Center hosted a month-long program in honor of Kelly, 
showing nearly two dozen of Kelly's films. 

   
 

“I didn't want to be a dancer. What I really wanted to be was shortstop for the Pittsburgh Pirates.  
The Pittsburgh Pirates lost a hell of a shortstop.” 

Gene Kelly 
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TO PURCHASE TICKETS OR FOR INFORMATION:  
To charge tickets by phone, call our Box Office at (520) 882-9721.  
Visit the Box Office in the Invisible Theatre Lobby (1400 N First Avenue at Drachman).  
To buy tickets online 24/7, go to www.invisibletheatre.com and click on the OvationTix logo.  
Visa, MasterCard, Discover and American Express are accepted.  
 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESS:  
The Berger Performing Arts Center is fully accessible to patrons using wheelchairs or with other mobility 
challenges. Seating areas to accommodate persons using wheelchairs are located in the theatre. If patrons 
require special seating they should inform the Box Office at (520) 882-9721.  
 
ABOUT THIS PRESS RELEASE:  
This mailing list is for members of the professional media and allied organizations who have requested e-mail 
press releases from The Invisible Theatre. If you no longer wish to receive e-mail press releases or if there is 
someone else with your organization that should be added to our list, send a message to 
cathy@invisibletheatre.com with your request, or phone (520) 884-0672.  
 
ONLINE MEDIA MATERIALS:  

Two photos of Patricia Ward Kelly and a pdf of this press release are available on our website - 
www.invisibletheatre.com (Press). 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Invisible Theatre 
1400 N. First Avenue at Drachman 

Tucson, AZ 85719 
Box Office – (520) 882-9721  

Administration – (520) 884-0672 
Fax – (520) 884-5410 

www.invisibletheatre.com  
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